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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ■ 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In nu event, however, nnay a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the „t,itutory minimum of thirty (30) days vM be considered timely. 

- tf NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period v/ill n[ , ' - - . ;i eA^ife SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- 'Falluretoreplywithinthesetor extended period for reply will, by statute cuu . i . .ication to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date i t t ^ •ri[ntinit;aiion, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19 Jantian / 20C5. 
2a)l3 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This scUca : i :n-final. 

3)n Since tills application is in condition for allowance exc pt tor formal matters, prosecution as to the nnerits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex p:^ c ^lyle. 1 935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 21 3. 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 



Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Clajm(s) 1,4 and 5 is/are pending in the application 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) t4,5 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Clainn(s) is/are objected to. 

8)0 Clainn(s) are subject to restriction an6/o' e;le: 



icji.irement. 



Application Papers 

9)0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawlng(s) filed on is/are: s)\Z\ accaptcJ Ci b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the 6rd\\, \..z) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is . ' -A if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the E: ar-^ ' - ^he attached Office Action orfomi PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12) 0 Aclcnowledgment is made of a claim for foreigr priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)0 All b)D Some * c)0 None of; 

1.0 Certified copies of the phori'y documents hn^ 
2.0 Certified copies of the priority documents h^r- 

3.0 Copies of the ceilified copies of the pric i'v ^ ' ^ t? /c been received in this National Stage 

application from the Inteniational Burco i ^, ^ T i V.2(a;}. 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the cef' fled copies not received. 



' 1 r^reived. 

een ; , :e!ved in Application No. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claiml ,4, and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject nnatter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1,4 and 5 stand rejected. The terminology "reduced warp" and reduced 
increment in warp" fail to set forth any degree of warpage which would be within the 
scope of the claims therefor the metes and bounds of the claims cannot be determined. 
The claims fail to give any direction as to how warped the aluminum nitride body to fall 
outside the scope of the claims. One of ordinary skill in the art understands the 
terminology "reduced" and "reduced increment" however one of ordinary skill in the art 
would not be able to determine without quantitative measurements whether an article in 
the prior art falls within the scope of the terminology or not. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 and 103 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 1,4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious c var Harris et al (5,424,261), Chiao 
(5,540,884), Yasumoto et al (4,963,701), Sugiura ct al (5.165,983) and Japanese 
document 08157265, each taken alone for reasons of record. 
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5. Claims 1 ,4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(a or e) as anticipated by or, in 
the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Harris et al (5,773,377), for 
reasons of record. 

Applicants' argument that none of the references recognizes warpage problems 
by uniformly distributing the sintering agents is not persuasive in overcoming the 
rejection because applicants have not shown by way of tangible evidence that the prior 
art references have a higher degree of warpage and that the claims reflect this 
difference. It is noted the terminology "reduced warpage" fails to clearly set forth a 
degree of warpage that is permissible. Chia '884 teaches AIN body that is substantially 
free of warpage. Camber values are given in Table V. Sugiura et al in example 1 
teaches "no discernable sign of crack or warp". The Japanese document sets forth 
surface roughness values within that disclosed in the instant specification. Applicants' 
also argue that the prior art references fail to teach a porous setter. This is not 
persuasive because applicants are claiming the a! jminum nitride body not the setter. 
Applicants have not patentably distinguished the claimed sintered aluminum nitride 
body from that of the prior art. Any evidence set forth in the specification does not 
compare the instant invention to the sintered articles of the prior art references used in 
the rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is re.^iinded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Karl E. Group whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1368. The examiner can normally be reached cn M-F (6:30-4:00) First Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jerry Lorengo can be reached on 571-272-1233. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or procesclir.g is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application infcrmation Retrieval (PAIR) sy^lem. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from e;...cr P.ivate PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications cvailable through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, sse r;:;p://pair-direct. uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private P, ... . c;>5tem, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 8S3-2:7-91G7 (toli-:...;. 
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